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President Juergens called the 1028 Hearing to order at 6:00 p.m.  All members were present with the exception of Mr. Joray.

It was explained that under Indiana law whenever a school corporation proposes to construct or renovate a school building at a cost in excess of one million dollars it must first hold a public hearing.  Additionally, another purpose of the meeting was that under Indiana Code 6-1.1-20-3.5 whenever a school corporation proposes to enter into a lease agreement and/or issue bonds for the construction or renovation of a school building resulting in total costs in excess of certain thresholds, the school corporation is required to hold two public hearings on its preliminary determination to issue such bonds and enter into such lease agreement.  The first hearing on the preliminary determination for the Project (as defined herein) was held on August 11, 2020.  Notice of both public hearings was published in the Tribune and in the Jackson County Banner on July 29, 2020, and was mailed to the Jackson County Clerk and any organizations previously requesting such notice as provided in Indiana Code 6-1.1-20-3.5.  The proofs of publication of the notice of the hearing were presented to the meeting.

It was explained that at this hearing all interested people may give testimony and/or ask questions concerning the 2020 Safety, Health, Security, Capacity and Improvement Project, consisting of renovation, security upgrades, improvements and additions to Seymour High School, Seymour Ag-Science and Research Center and a new Seymour Intermediate School at the existing Seymour Middle School Sixth Grade Center, including the renovation of and improvements of school facilities in the school corporation and community facilities and the purchase of equipment and technology (collectively, the "Project").  The purpose of the hearing is two-fold: (1) to inform the public as to the proposed Project; and (2) to allow all interested parties, taxpayers and patrons of the School Corporation to voice their opinions as to the Project and ask questions.

After the purpose of the hearings was explained, the presentations regarding the need for the Project were given.  An evaluation of the existing facilities was presented, including the building plan explaining the proposed Project.  The estimated Project cost and schedule were then presented to the public.  It was explained how this Project could be funded and the tax rate impact the Project would have on the community.

After the above presentations, the Board President announced that the Board would now hear testimony and questions from the public.  Mrs. Hernandez read email communications from Mr. Jeff Nicholson and Mr. Ryon Wheeler who were both in support of the project.

At the conclusion of the public testimony and question, the Board considered the Project Resolution to complete the Project at a cost of more than one million dollars per building.  Thereafter, the resolution attached as Exhibit A passed by a vote of 6-0.

Also, at the conclusion of the public testimony and question, the Board considered the Preliminary Determination Resolution to issue bonds and enter a lease agreement in order to complete the Project.  Thereafter, the resolution attached as Exhibit B passed by a vote of 6-0.

The President further stated that the Board needed to consider a Reimbursement Resolution.  On motion duly made, the resolution attached as Exhibit C was adopted by a vote of 6-0.

Mr. Kelley motioned to adjourn and Mr. Browning seconded.  As there was no further business to come before the Board at this time, the meeting was adjourned at 6:18 p.m.
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